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California’s $25 billion agricultural industry depends on a large supply of fertile farmland—about 30 million acres
statewide in both crop and animal production. As populations steadily expand from existing cities and other urban
centers, homes, shopping centers and other urban uses nibble away at farmland in the Central Valley, coastal areas, and
foothills that are the state’s principal agricultural areas. In some places the impacts of urbanization appear as conflicts
between housing and commercial farming at the agricultural-urban edge.

This collection of 11 papers is the first single volume to address so many different aspects of the farmland-urbanization
issue in California, including population trends, fringe area problems, the state policy framework, the work of land trusts,
local policy developments, and land market dynamics. The papers cover both statewide patterns and case studies of
particular regions and localities. The ten authors, representing a diverse set of backgrounds and perspectives, include
community activists, farmers, land use experts, and UC academics.
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