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Mostly sunny skies
today. Look for a high
of 56 and a low of 36.
Page B8
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North Bay YMCA faces financial crisis

Brad Zweerink/Daily Republic

Benjamin Gutierrez throws hay to sheep on Al Medvitz’s 3,600-acre ranch in the Montezuma Hills.
The Montezuma Hills are just one of nine diverse agricultural areas in Solano County.

BY BARRY EBERLING
DAILY REPUBLIC

FAIRFIELD — Craig McNamara
grows walnuts on hot, flat valley land
near Putah Creek. Al Medvitz raises
sheep on grassy, windswept hills near
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

These diverse operations have some-
thing in common -- they’re both in
Solano County.

Diversity is the name of the game in
the county’s farm industry. Microcli-
mates and topography create an array
of unlikely places. Cattle can graze on
foggy hills near Vallejo during the sum-
mer even as a Dixon farmer mops his
brow amid 90-degree heat in his tomato
field.

“No other California county has the
access to the Bay, Delta, coastal range
and to the soils of the Central Valley,”
said Kurt Richter of the UC Agricultur-
al Issues Center.

Richter and Alvin Sokolow came up
with the nine farming regions listed in
their recently completed, county-com-
missioned agricultural study.

To tour the nine farm regions is to see

Solano County in all its diversity, with
places so different they can feel like a
world apart. Understanding the nine re-
gions could help save and boost the
county’s $243 million annual farm econ-
omy.

“They can’t be treated the same,”
Richter said. “That’s like treating the
housing industry the same as pharma-
ceutical sales.”

Winters
Walnuts are king in the Winters

area near the border between Solano
and Yolo counties.

“We’re blessed with Putah Creek,”
said McNamara,
who farms 450
acres.

Putah Creek was
tamed 50 years ago by
the massive Monticello
Dam, which created
Lake Berryessa reser-
voir. But prior to that,
it raged during big

BY DON THOMPSON
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO — Car thieves,
forgers, scam artists, drunken
drivers and some drug dealers
might never serve a day in prison –
even for repeat crimes – under
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
proposals to reduce California’s in-
mate and parolee population, cor-
rections department and law en-
forcement officials said.

It’s one of the many potential
consequences of abruptly upend-
ing the prison system to save a pro-
jected $400 million in corrections
department costs over the next 18
months.

Schwarzenegger is asking state
lawmakers to approve releasing
nonviolent, non-serious, non-sex
offenders from prison if they have
less than 20 months remaining on
their sentences. It’s part of the
plan he announced Thursday to
pare a $14.5 billion state budget
deficit.

Those offenders would be re-
leased on “summary parole,”
where they would be subject to
searches and drug tests but would
not be under parole officers’ super-
vision. They could be sent back to
prison only if they were convicted
of new crimes, not for routine pa-
role violations.

The proposals would apply to
new convicts as well as to current
prisoners, said James Tilton, sec-
retary of the Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation.

“There is going to be a popula-
tion that does not spend one day in
prison,” corrections spokesman
Oscar Hidalgo said.

The department said those con-
victed of drug offenses, drunken
driving, white collar or property
crimes such as vehicle theft, grand
theft or receiving stolen property
likely would serve little or no time.

Prosecutors said those crimes
typically bring sentences of 16
months, two years or three years in
prison, depending on the circum-
stances. The defendants may serve
time in county jail while they await
trial, but would not be sent to state
prison after their conviction.

“You rip people off, and prison
is no longer an option. That’s not
good public policy,” objected Va-
caville Police Chief Richard Word,
president of the California Police
Chiefs Association.
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section showcases
woman’s path to a
smoke-free life
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Agricultural areas exemplify
Solano County’s diversity

Winters
Western grazing
Suisun and Green valleys

Dixon Ridge
Elmira and Maine Prairie
Jepson Prairie

Montezuma Hills
Pleasants, Vaca and Lagoon valleys
Ryer Island

AGRICULTURAL REGIONS OF SOLANO COUNTY

Source: UC Agricultural Issues Center

A farm
worker,
below,

drives a
tractor

through
walnut

trees at
Sunrise

Orchard in
Vacaville.

Chris Jordan/
Daily Republic

See Farming, Back Page

Hot summer days,
cool summer nights
and fertile soils
make Suisun Valley
ideal for vineyards.
Daily Republic file (2005)

lifeVARIETY IS SPICE OF

FARMING

BY CAROL BOGART
DAILY REPUBLIC

SUISUN CITY — Mike Hudson
realizes what the future may hold
for the North Bay YMCA if the cen-
ter does not become more self-sup-
porting. Hudson, chairman of the
North Bay YMCA advisory board,
said the center could be forced 

to close.
Linda Griffith, vice president of

risk management and legal affairs
with the parent San Francisco
YMCA, said closing the 12-year-old
North Bay YMCA is “always an op-
tion” if the parent YMCA has to con-
tinue to shore up the North Bay
YMCA’s finances.

“With any operation, you want to

make it work financially,” Griffith
said.

Griffith said it costs $1.6 million
annually to operate the North Bay
YMCA. The deficit for fiscal 2007-08
was $530,000, she said, and the par-
ent YMCA covered it. 

This is not the first year the North
Bay YMCA has operated in the red.
To date, the parent YMCA has subsi-

dized the costs of operating the
North Bay YMCA by about $3.9 mil-
lion since 1995, Griffith said. 

Membership fees are a key finan-
cial component for the North Bay
YMCA, said Executive Director
Rodney Chin, and membership is
dwindling. In October, the parent
YMCA gave the North Bay YMCA
90 days to come up with a plan to
turn things around, Chin said.

“We’ve been given a tenuous re-

Budget woes could lead to center’s closure
YMCA MEMBERSHIP
A family membership at the North
Bay YMCA is $75 a month. A single
membership for youths ages 8-17 is
$30 a month. To learn more about
other membership plans, call 421-
8746. Residents interested in serving
on the North Bay YMCA advisory
board can call board chairman Mike
Hudson at 429-9794.

See YMCA, Back Page

No money
in budget,
no time 
in prison

See Prison, Back Page
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